Capitol Forum on America’s Future

Information for Panel Members
Thank you for your willingness to participate as a member of the “Elected Officials and Policy Makers” panel in this dialogue with students at the Capitol Forum. What follows is a description of what the students will have been doing prior to your session and an overview of the purpose and format of your session. Enclosed is a prospectus describing the purpose, content, and structure of Capitol Forum and an overview of the “Futures” that the students will be discussing.

The Context
Your panel will take place in the afternoon after students have been working in small breakout groups and as a larger group considering four specific global issues. They will also explore the overarching question of the U.S. role in international affairs. 

The central question of the day is, “What should U.S. policy be in the changing international environment?” Before your panel, the students will go through a role play in which they will be presenting to each other four very different policy directions or “Futures”.  These Futures are: 

Future 1 — Lead the World to Democracy (in which the United States would promote human rights and democracy worldwide)

Future 2 — Protect U.S. Global Interests (in which the United States would defend U.S. interests throughout the world)

Future 3 — Build a More Cooperative World (in which the United States would work through the international community to address common problems

Future 4 — Protect the U.S. Homeland (in which the United States would reduce its involvement overseas and focus on problems at home)

The students will have been assigned to groups and asked to advocate for a position that they might not hold. Following this, they will separate into small groups of 6-8 students to deliberate about the futures that were presented to which you will be invited to join. 

The Panel: “Conversation with Elected Officials & Policy Makers”
After the small group deliberations, the students will reassemble in the chamber and will be asked to express their own viewpoints, questions, and concerns to each other and to you. The intent is to create a dialogue among the larger group of students and you and to give the students a voice in front of their legislators and other policy makers. 

This is an ideal opportunity for you to hear what young people are thinking about these issues. You should expect that the students will frequently offer their own views on a particular aspect of the topic and ask you for your views on it. Thus, you are not presenting as much as responding to their interests. Feel free to turn the question around and ask them to explain their thoughts more fully as well. At the same time you will be communicating to them that the people who represent them are listening to them. Enjoy it. This should be a rewarding experience for all. 

