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in the plan. On D-Day, the Shah was to be at

some location outside of Tehran so that Zahedi,

armed wlith the royal firmans and wlth military

support, could take over the government without

danger of the Shah's reversing his stand, and

to avoid any attempt on the Shah's life.

Through agents in the Tehran military, CIA was to ensure,
to the degrec possible, Tehran Army cooperation in support
of the Shah-appointed new prime minister.

The following public statements made in the United
States had tremendous impact on Iran and Mossadeq, and
contributed greatly to Mossadeq's downiall:

1. The publication, on 9 July 1953, of Presldent
Fisenhower's 29 June 1953 letter to Premier Mossadeq
made it clear that increased aid would not be forth-
comling to Iran.

2, The Secretary of State's press conference of
28 July 1953 stated that ".... The growing activities
of the illegal Communist Party Ln Iran and the toler-
ation of them by the Iranian Government has caused
pur government concern. These developments make
it more difficult to grant aid to Iran.”

2. The President's Seattle speech at the Governers'

convention, in which he stated that the bnited States
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would not =it by and see Asian countrles

fall behind the Iren Curtaln, had deflnite

effect.

In cooperation with the Department of State, CIA had
several articles planted 1o major American newspapers and
magazines which, when reproduced in Iran, had the desired
nsychologpical effect in Iran and contributed to the war
of nerves against Mossadeq,

After considerable pressure from Princess Ashraf and
General Schwarzkopf, and after several meetings with Mr.
Roosevelt, the Shah finally signed the required firmans
on 15 August 1853. Action was set. for 16 August. However,
owing to a security leak in the Iranian military, the chief
nf the Shah's bodyguard, assigned to seize Mossadeq with
the help of two truckloads of pro-Shah soldiers, was over-
whelmed by superior armed forces still loyal te Mossadeq.
The balance of the military plan was thus frustrated for
that day. Upon hearing that the plan had misfired, the
Shah flew toc Baghdad. This was an anct of prudence and had
been at least partially foreseen in the plan. Zahedi re-
mained in hiding in CIA custody. With his key officers,
he eluded Mossadeq's securlty forces which were seeking
to apprechend the major opposition elements.

Early in the afternoon of 17 August 1953, Ambassador
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Henderson returned to Tehran. Gensral Zahedi, through a
ClA-arranged secretl press conference and through CIA cov=
ert printing facilitles, announced to Iran that he was
legally prime minister and that Mossadeq had staged an
{i1legal coup agalnst him. CLA agent assets disseminated

a large quantity of photographs of the firmans, appolint-
ing Zahedi prime minister and dismissing Mossadeq. This
had tremendous impact on the people of Tehran who had
already been shocked and angered when they realized that
the Shah had been forced tn leave Iran because of Mossadeq's
actions. US Ambassador Burton Y. Berry, in Baghdand, con-
tacted the Shah and stated that he had confidence that

the Shah would return scol to lran desplte the apparent
adverse cituation at that time. Contact was also estab-
1ighed with the Shah in Rome after he had flown there from
Baghdad. Mr. Roosevelt and the stztfnn consistently rTe-
ported that Mossadeq's apparent victery was misleading;
that there were very concrete signs that the Army wag still
loyal to the Shah; and that n favorable reversal of the
situation was possible. The statiocn further urged both
the British Foreign Office and the Department of State

ta make a maximum effort to persuade the Shah toc make
public statements encouraging the Army and populace to

reject Mossadeq and to accept Zahedi as prime minlister.
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On 1% August 1933, a pro-Shah demonstration, originat-
ing in the bazaar area, toock on overwhelming proportions.
The demonstration appeared to start partially spontanesously,
revealing the fundamental prestige of the Shah and the
public alarm at the undlsguised republicen move being
started by the Communists ag well as by certain National
Frontists. Statlon political actlon assets also contributed
to the beginnings of the pro-Shah demonstrations. The ATmy
very soon joined the pro-Shah movement and by noon of that
day it was clear that Tehram, as well ag certaln provincial
areas, were controlled by pro-Shah street groups and Army
units. The situation was such that the above-mentLoned
military plan could then be implemented. At the station's
signal, Zahedi came out of hiding to lead the movement. He
first broadcast over Radlo Tehran and anonounced that the
government was his. The General Staff offices were then
selzed, MHossadeq's home was gutted, and pro-Mossadeqg poll-
ticlans and cfficers arrested. By the end of 19 August,
the country was in the hands of the new Premier, Zahedi, and
members of the Mossadeq government were elther in hiding or
were incarcerated.

The Shah returped shortly to Iran where he was given
a rousing popular reception. The Shah was deeply moved

by the fact that his people and Army had revolted in the
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face of adversity agalnst a vindictive Mossadeq and a
Communist Party riding the crest of temporary victory
and clearly planning te declare Iran a republic. The
Shah felt for the first time that he had the mandate of
his people, and he returned determined to regain firm
control of the Army.

In order to gilve Zahedl badly needed Lmmedinte
finanecial assistance so that month~end payrolls could be
met before the United States could provide large scale
grant aid, CIA covertly made available $5,000, 000 within

two days of Zahedl's agsumption of power.
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