Teaching about Iraq; It’s More Than Current Events
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If one does not have
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between past and present (and
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The most pressing issue facing
For example, in a world or Euroour nation today is the conflict in Iraq. called Iraq and in the context of the
pean history course, many parallels
current conflict. In other words, there is could be drawn between the era of the
However, for most American youth,
knowledge of Iraqi history is piecemeal a gap of more than a millennium. With Reformation and the current situation in
this kind of disconnect, why should
at best. In an ancient history class,
Iraq. During the 16th and 17th censtudents will learn about Mesopotamia students care about history and how
tury, Europe was fraught with endless
can we expect them to understand the
(“the land between two rivers”) as the
wars of religion. Europe was not yet a
first civilization; they might also study thorny nature of the current situation?
secular society, so with the Reformation
Let’s imagine a class where a
the ancient kingdoms of Assyria and
came challenges to political and ecoteacher illuminates the continuity of
Babylonia. They may learn about the
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nomic power. In France, the Huguenots
(French Calvinists) threatened to usurp
the monarchy’s power. In Germany,
religion was closely tied to the most
valuable resource of all—land. And
while differences in religious ideology
mattered immensely, to fully understand the conflicts of the era, one must
also understand the interrelationship in
a non-secular society among religion,
politics and economics. Students who
have this historical perspective are
much more equipped to examine the
current conflict in Iraq between Sunni
insurgents and Shi’a militias. By encouraging such comparisons, students
will see that historical problems are not
confined to the past and that the dif-
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ficulties Iraq faces aren’t
unique to Islam or the
Middle East.
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British officers in Iraq in 1932, three days after handing
power over to Iraqis.
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