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The Challenge of Nuclear Weapons 1
Introduction

Introduction: Why are Nuclear Weapons Important?

o nuclear weapon has been used in a worldwide who, ever since the

war since World War II when the United dawn of the atomic age, have loudly
States exploded two over the Japanese cities protested nuclear weapons, insisting
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. Just that they can serve no legitimate
after World War II, the United States and the purpose and must be forever
Soviet Union began a forty year confrontation, banished from the face of our earth.”
known as the Cold War. Both sides threatened —Statement by the International Campaign
each other with tens of thousands of nuclear to Abolish Nuclear Weapons after being

awarded the Nobel Peace Pri

weapons, but never used them. Many histori-

ans believe that humanity was lucky to avoid October
a nuclear war that would have killed hundreds
of millions of people. ry that it is sim
ter nuclear wea
The Cold War ended more than twenty-five ited States. Other .

years ago when the Soviet Union dissolved
and became Russia and fourteen other coun-

tries. But many of the nuclear weapons of the
Cold War still exist.

United atly
strengthen its nuclear
capabili t ime as the
world co o its’senses regarding
nu

The potential consequences of the use o
nuclear weapons are difficult for most 0
imagine. Because of their destructi
they remain among the most serj
issues for the United States. Ex
that the United States face
countries that already h
the potential spread of
other countries (
nuclear weapo
terrorist might o

sident Donald J. Trump, in a
witter post, December 26, 2016

L/

THe'arguments that surround nuclear

ns are often heated. Understanding
hese arguments involves thinking about com-
lex questions.

1bility that a
nuclear device.

To understand debates about the role of
nuclear weapons in the world today, it is help-
ful to review the history of nuclear weapons
as well as some of the important ideas and
beliefs behind U.S. nuclear policy. You will
read about these ideas and beliefs in the fol-
lowing pages and then consider some of the
arguments about nuclear weapons. Ultimately,

While most agre t nuclear we
are a great threat to the security of th
States, there is disagreement abg
about these weapons. So
are simply too dangerou
should agree to give the

€ 6This prize is te to the tireless you will be asked to formulate your own ideas
efforts of ns of about what the future of U.S. nuclear weapons
campai d concerned citizens policy should be.
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The Challenge of Nuclear Weapons | TRB
Part I: Portrayals of the Soviet Threat 7

Portrayals of the Soviet Threat

Objectives:

Students will: Examine how people in
the United States saw the threat of the Soviet
Union and nuclear weapons in the early years
of the Cold War.

Understand the political climate in the
United States during the Cold War.

Explore multiple contemporary sources to
analyze an historical issue.

Required Reading:

Before beginning the lesson, students

should have read the Introduction and Part I of

the reading and completed “Study Guide—In-
troduction and Part I” (TRB 3-4) or “Advanced
Study Guide—Part I” (TRB-5).

Handouts:
“Civil Defense Posters” (TRB 8-

“Fictional Journalism” (TR -

“Comic Book: Godless ’ B
12-14)

“Soviet Intentions a es” (TRB-
15)

(A slidesho e images is available
at <www.choices. uclearweapons>.:

1. Focus Question—Write t io
“How did people in the iew

nuclear weapons and the et n during
the early years of the Col on the board.

During the Cold ear of the Soviets and a
nuclear attack w t of everyday life in the
United States S s to recall informa-

tion from t ng about the Cold War.
e Cold War—Divide the

ups of two or three students and
out to each group. Tell students
tha group will examine the Soviet threat
from different perspectives. Ask students

to read the instructions on the handout and
answer the questions provided. Be prepared to

In the Classroom:

N

help students with the challenging vocabulary
in “Soviet Intentions and Capabilities.”

3. Group Responses—After small groups
have completed the questions, have everyone
come together in a large group. Call on small
groups to share their responses to the ques-
tions. Are there recurring themes and ideas
that appear across the sources?

studen
em enough in
e United St
Cold War. W'

Ho weknow if the Soviet threat was
real? JAjere e in the United States right to
be ow do historians and students be-
i ider these questions? What sources
dents turn to to assess the threat that
viet Union posed to the United States?
ow do students perceive each of these hand-
outs from the perspective of today?

the early years of the
whynot?

Extra Challenge:

Watch or read President John F. Kennedy’s
Inaugural Address. Kennedy does not directly
mention the Soviet Union or nuclear weapons,
yet both were very much on his mind as he
gave the speech. Can students find evidence to
support this? What values does he support and
oppose in the speech? What further clues does
the speech give you about the political climate
of the United States at the height of the Cold
War?

Homework:

Students should read Part II of the read-
ing and complete “Study Guide—Part II” (TRB
16-17) or the “Advanced Study Guide—Part
II” (TRB-18).
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Civil Defense Posters

Instructions: Examine the following Civil Defense posters and answer the questions after each.
The purpose of the Civil Defense program was to protect U.S. citizens during and after a military
attack. As you examine all of the posters, be sure to note common ideas and themes. Use a separate
piece of paper if you need more space for your answers. Be prepared to report back to the class.

“Mummy, what happens to us
if the bomb drops?”

The CONELRAD Collection.

¢
£
O o 290 B 11000 o) < Cantribused im e intcrest of Sherwin Williams Paints  5talfs Cur Rate
e CIVIL DEFENSE Jahn D.Myers & Co Walf & Sen
ES) in The Style Shop Corderman Cottrill
2 Hagerstowa & Washington Eves Record Shop Shaffer s Wall Paper Store
@ COUNTIES, MARYLAND H & T Maytag Sales & Servico
£ -
1. Describe the image on Ster. 1. Describe the image on this poster.
2. What do e text of the poster em- 2. What does the text of the poster emphasize?
ood does the poster create? How? 3. What mood does the poster create? How?
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Name: Part I: Portrayals of the Soviet Threat 9

DO YOU QUALIFY AS A

RADEF VOLUNTEER?

IF vou oo,
YOU MAY BECOME
A NUCLEAR AGE

Q&I!

{ | ] i
TR

Rt
4

r you moy contact a U, 5.
er Center or Observation
ur home. Just make known
gness to serve.

Join Today

Contoct your local Civil Defenze Director
or write to
GROUND OBSERYER CORPS
. 5 Air Force, Washington 25, D. C.

W
(H

1. Describe the image on thi

The CONELRAD Collection.

2. What does the text of the poster e

1. Describe the image on this poster.

ster create? How? 2. What does the text of the poster emphasize?

3. What moo

3. What mood does the poster create? How?
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Name:

Fictional Journalism

Instructions: The Syracuse Herald-American published the following fictional article under the
byline of Sergei Uritsky on November 12, 1950. Read the article and answer the questions that follow.

“THOSE OF YOU who are still alive and
read about this will remember that at 11 P.M. a
giant four-engine bomber flying at an extreme-
ly high level was heard but not seen. You will
also have heard of the failure of your military
interceptor planes to knock down the bomber
that rushed in at 400 miles an hour over the
Polar route until after we had unloaded.

“THERE IS nothing for me to lose at this
moment by revealing that the atom bomb
which destroyed most of Syracuse and vicin-
ity was of a very special type and its delivery
crew were well picked from among our young,
more fanatical, suicide group of flyers who h
been secretly prepared for the mission over
period of many months.

“No doubt, as you read this, yo 1
that your State Department repor ar or
so ago that seismographs throu
recorded a tremendous explasion i t
part of the world.

“That was the first t
had any knowledge

first firing of our experimental atom .

“WE LEARNED from that te 0
scientists had progressed flirth el
experiments than we ha .As a

matter of fact, some of th ressed fear
that we were tampering with es so danger-
ous and tremend at the world might be
blown apart.

1d not far from Sverd-

. we took off at 1 PM. on a
y and headed north by west
ited States. As I recall, we were
cheerful and enthusiastic, naturally,
over our first large scale bid for world
domination.

“I HAD been chosen for this difficult as-

“In a lit

°
5

signment because of my 23 years experience

in my country’s air force and because of my
military record in World War II against the
Germans. I had been in the United States many
times of course, so that I knew your heavy
industrial areas like the back of my hand. It
ected that I was a me
and even some 0
t I was a native

?th ; :

ur atomic engi a .

“We fou le culty in approaching
norther d the area adjacent to the
northea Un States and on the night
of ised blithely along with our
de 0. As we approached the target, an
settled over the intercom system.
een in the air approximately 11 hours
seemed most strange to be at last in

triking distance of our goal. Much depended
upon the next few minutes.

“The staccato bark of the bombardier to
the pilot broke the spell. In a matter of seconds
‘bomb away’ sounded over the intercom.

“I LOOKED at my watch—it was exactly
11:01. Your people in Syracuse had just settled
down for their sleep with the exception of
your night plant workers. Mass murder oc-
curred 5 seconds later.

“There was a tremendous detonation.
What had been a thriving industrial city, now
was a horror stricken, unreal world. The usual
results followed the atom bomb burst, with the
ball of fire expanding rapidly from its mush-
room base to a weaving, surging, flaming mass
arising steadily to a great height in the sky.

“THOSE WHO lived outside the blast area
know the rest. You know how completely we

THE CHoIcEs PROGRAM B WWATSON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL AND PuBLIC AFFAIRS, BROWN UNIVERSITY B WWW.CHOICES.EDU
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Name: Part I: Portrayals of the Soviet Threat 1 1
have proved our atomic weapons are effec- Warning: This Didn’t Happen. .. But It Could!

tive. In one well planned and well executed
flight, we obliterated the majority of your IE BUFFAL“‘ EVENING NEWS

industrial plants in Syracuse and took a ter- M

riblo toll of your populace. 125,000 KNOWN DEAD,
“I am proud of my part in this accom- DOWNTOWN IN ﬂlNS

plishment, and my only regret is that I am -
: i ) City Hall Tower Crumbles as Fire Rages Uncontrolled |2 NUCLEAR BOMBS HIT
now confined in one of your American _ - BUFFALO AND NORTHERN

detention camps, for my plane had the 2 - SUBURBS; DAMAGE HEAVY

. . _ te: N State of Emergency Declared as Civil
misfortune to run into a squadron of your ; . ; j Defense Teams Swing Into
jet fighters.” ! Action on Wide Front
Questions

1. Who is “writing” this article? Who actu-
ally wrote and published it? When was
this article written?

B

L)

Ty

I
l!
i

E

b
i
nl!E i

fe
il
ol

” { a5, ,
(] P LT =

——

3 ;I?
i

2. What event is described in the article?

3

e W\

H
fr
5

i

;
i

&
1

ilg

3. Who do you think wg
audience of this
you think the f
fictional art ewspaper would
have been? ( want to consider

the image of the page of the lo
Evening News above.)

The CONELRAD Collection.

s likely that the article
he purpose you describe in
? Explain.
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Comic Book: Godless Communism

Instructions: The Catholic Guild published Treasure Chest from 1946-1971. Treasure Chest was
a comic book designed to inspire citizenship, morality, and patriotism. It was distributed in Catholic
schools throughout the United States. Below is an excerpt from a 1961 issue depicting what life in the
United States might be like if the United States fell under communist control. Read the excerpt and
answer these questions on a separate piece of paper. Be prepared to report your answers to the class.

1. What values are emphasized? List at least five.

2. How are the communists portrayed? Give two examples of images and/or key phrases.

3. What do you think the primary purpose of this comic was given its audience? Do you think it
achieved this purpose? Explain.

TREASURE CHEST

FODERN. COMMUNISM GOT ITS FIRST TOEHOLD IN RUSSIA

HROUGH VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED, A REVOLUTION WAS
DIRECTED BY A SMALL GROUP OF MEN WHO URGED THE
PEOPLE TO ATTACK THEIR REPRESENTATIVE GOYERNMENT.
THE PEOPLE DID SO BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THE COM-
MUNISTS WOULD HELP THEM LEAD A MORE COMFORTABLE
LIFE. THE PEOPLE DID NOT REALIZE THAT FOR THIS PROMISE
OF AN EASIER LIFE THEY WERE GIVING UP THEIR FREEDOM /

Reprinted with permission of Authentic History.
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Name: Part I: Portrayals of the Soviet Threat 1 3
e IKEASURE CHEDI
BEINCE THAT FATEFUL DAY IN THIS IS THE VOICE OF YOUR COMMUNIST
1917, COMMUNISM HAS GROWN GOVERNMENT SPEAKING. TODAY, COMMUNIST
BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS. TODAY FORCES HMAVE COMPLETED THE OCCUPATION

ALMOST ONE THIRD OF THE OF YOUR COUNTRY. THE UNITED STATES

WORLD 1S COMMUNIST TERRI- NO LONGER EXISTS. IT 1S NOW THE UNION

TORY. AND COMMUNIST LEAD- OF SOVIET STATES OF AMERICA/ LONG

“ERS HAVE THEIR EYES ON THE \ . LIVE THE U.S.S.A.!!
\.

UNITED STATES, TOO. THE FQL-
LOWING STORY TELLS YOU
WHAT A FAMILY'S LIFE WOULD
BE LIKE IN A COMMUNIST
UNITED STATES —

WHAT DO WE
PO NOW, DAD!

WE SHOULD HAVE DONE
OUR THINKING AND PRAYIN
BEFORE THIS HAPPENED
BILL. BUT IT IS NEVER T
LATE. LETS GO TO CHU
AND ASK GOD’S WELP

Q

MUNIST
OF IT!

BUT BILL, WE DONT

HHE NEXT DAY, MANY QUESTIO)
HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE

ANSWERED . [——

AND IT SAYS ALL THE
CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND
SISTERS ARE BEING SENT
TO A LABOR QaMP! THOSE
WHO RESIST
P27 KILLED/

THEY CAN'T DO THIS /
LET’S WRITE OUR

WE HAVE TO DO WHAT
THE COMMUNISTS TELL
. us To po !
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..IN FACT, THE GOVERNMENT ISNT EVEN IN “THE COMMUNISTS ARE DESTROYING MOST OF
wnsumsmu ANY MORE . IT'S BEING MOVED TO WASHINGTON , % [
CHICAGO.” :

TOOK IT AWAY
FROM THE OWNER

.....

AND MR. GIRARD TOLD ME ALL EXCEPT
THAT MOST OF OUR GOVERN- ) THOSE WHO
MENTAL OFFICIALS HAVE - HAVE ACCEPLED
DISAPPEARED. g A

BUT AT THE NEWSMPE
COPY BOY-_...

R 1S NO BILL, NEWSPAPER WORKERS 4
INESS, ONLY AREN'T THE ONLY ONES, ALL

OVERNMENT BUSINESS CONCERNS HAVE 4

WBE PUBLISHED BEEN TAKEN OVER. AND THE
NOW ON. AND ONLY OFFICERS OF THE LABOR
OVERNMENT TV AND UNIONS HAVE BEEN RE-—
STATION WILL BE PLACED BY CQMMUNISTS.

HEARD. |
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