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TRBHistory, Revolution, and Reform:

New Directions for Cuba
Graphic Organizer

Struggle for Independence
What happened with the sugar industry during this 
period? 

What happened with race relations during this 
period?

How was the United States connected to Cuban 
events in this period?

Spanish Rule 
What happened with the sugar industry 
during this period? 

What happened with race relations 
during this period?

How was the United States connected to 
Cuban events in this period?

Part I: Trends in Cuba’s History

Instructions: In the boxes below, 
answer the questions about sugar, race 
relations, and connections to the United 
States during each period. Then consider 
the extra challenge question at the 	
bottom. 

Extra Challenge: How might Cubans’ differing 
understandings of this history affect their views 
of the present, and of a future without the 
Castros?

Cuban Republic
What happened with the sugar industry during this period? 

What happened with race relations during this period?

How was the United States connected to Cuban events in this 
period?

Name:______________________________________________
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Name:______________________________________________

Part II: Cuba’s Revolution

Instructions: Use your reading to fill in the boxes. First write the goals of the Revolution. Then, 
on the top of each grey box, list the major reforms or changes the Revolution brought in each category. 
On the bottom, indicate the effects of those changes for Cuba.

Summarize the goals of the Cuban Revolution:

Economy

reforms/changes

effects of changes

Politics

reforms/changes

Foreign Policy

reforms/changes

Social Structures

reforms/changes

effects of changes

effects of changeseffects of changes
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Part III: Recent Changes in Cuba’s History

The Special Period Under President Raúl Castro

Why did Cuba 
transition to this 
period?

What were the 
major economic 
changes?

Use the graphs 
to sketch out 
the growth and 
decline of the 
economy during 
this period. 

How and why 
did inequality 
increase or 
decrease during 
this period?

What were/are 
relations with 
the United States 
during this time?

Name:______________________________________________

time

m
o

n
ey

time

m
o

n
ey



www.choices.edu  ■ W atson Institute for International Studies, Brown University  ■ T he Choices Program

49
TRBHistory, Revolution, and Reform:

New Directions for Cuba
Options: Graphic Organizer

W
h

at
 a

re
 t

h
e 

to
p

 p
ri

o
ri

ti
es

 o
f 

th
is

 o
p

ti
o

n
?

A
cc

o
rd

in
g

 t
o

 
th

is
 o

p
ti

o
n

, 
w

h
at

 s
h

o
u

ld
 

C
u

b
a’

s 
ec

o
n

o
m

ic
 

p
o

lic
ie

s 
b

e?

W
h

at
 k

in
d

 o
f 

p
o

lit
ic

al
 s

ys
te

m
 

d
o

es
 t

h
is

 o
p

ti
o

n
 

th
in

k 
C

u
b

a 
sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e?

W
h

at
 d

o
es

 
th

is
 o

p
ti

o
n

 
th

in
k 

C
u

b
a’

s 
re

la
ti

o
n

sh
ip

 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

ed
 

St
at

es
 s

h
o

u
ld

 
b

e?

H
o

w
 d

o
es

 t
h

is
 

o
p

ti
o

n
 v

ie
w

 
ac

ce
ss

 t
o

 t
h

e 
in

te
rn

et
 a

n
d

 
fr

ee
d

o
m

 o
f 

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

?

H
o

w
 d

o
es

 t
h

is
 

o
p

ti
o

n
 v

ie
w

 
C

u
b

a’
s 

h
is

to
ry

?

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

: 
Pr

o
te

ct
 C

u
b

a’
s 

In
d

ep
en

d
en

ce

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

: 
St

re
n

g
th

en
 

So
ci

al
is

m
 

w
it

h
 a

 N
ew

 
Ec

o
n

o
m

y

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

:
Em

b
ra

ce
 

Po
lit

ic
al

 a
n

d
 

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

 
Fr

ee
d

o
m

Name:______________________________________________

O
p

ti
o

n
s:

 G
ra

p
h

ic
 O

rg
an

iz
er


