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Introduction: A New Russia

For four decades, the United States and the So-
viet Union (USSR) were locked in a struggle 

called the Cold War. The two superpowers built 
arsenals of nuclear weapons capable of destroy-
ing civilization and extended their influence 
across the globe. The U.S.-Soviet rivalry drove 
the United States to create a vast network of alli-
ances and a formidable military. Two generations 
of U.S. policymakers believed containing the 
spread of Soviet Communism was their principal 
mission.

The breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991 
marked the end of an era for U.S. foreign policy. 
With the Soviet threat gone, U.S. foreign policy 
lost its primary focus and U.S. citizens turned away 
from issues overseas. 

The former Soviet Union still casts an enor-
mous shadow. Russia—by far the largest of the 
fifteen former Soviet republics—is a giant country. 
Russia covers one-seventh of the earth’s land and 
has huge reserves of oil, gas, minerals, and other 
natural resources. Russia assumed control of most 
of the Soviet Union’s powerful military and its 
permanent seat on the United Nations Security 
Council. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Russia expe-
rienced nearly a decade of economic turmoil and 
political upheaval. Many Russians felt humiliated 
by their country’s decline from a mighty superpow-
er to a struggling country with a crippled economy 
and ineffective government. 

Today, Russia has emerged from this period of 
turmoil and is reclaiming an active role in interna-
tional relations. 

“Russia has proven, time and again, its ability 
to develop and renew itself, discover new 
territories, build cities, conquer space and 
make major discoveries....We have gone 
through major challenging transformations, 
and were able to overcome new and 
extremely complex economic and social 
challenges, preserved the unity of our 
country, built a democratic society and set 
it on the path to freedom and independence. 
Today, Russia ranks among the world’s 
leading nations with a powerful foreign 
economic and defence potential. But we 
have not yet reached the required level in 
the context of accomplishing our highly 
important task and guaranteeing people’s 
quality of life and prosperity. But we must 
do this, and we will do this.”

—Vladimir Putin, president of  
Russia, March 1, 2018

Washington and Moscow are not the sworn 
enemies they were during the Cold War, but with 
tensions bubbling, the relationship between Rus-
sia and the United States is extremely important. 
Russia possesses a nuclear arsenal comparable to 
that of the United States and a powerful army. In 
March 2014, the Russian military annexed the 
Crimean Peninsula from the neighboring coun-
try of Ukraine, a move that alarmed the United 
States and its European allies. The U.S. intelligence 
community believes that Russia used social media 
propaganda to influence the 2016 U.S. election. 

In the coming days, you will consider many 
aspects of the relationship between these two pow-
erful countries. Then you will engage in a debate on 
U.S. policy toward Russia. You will grapple with the 
same questions that face U.S. policymakers: 

• Should the United States view Russia as a 
potential partner, a tough rival, or a grow-
ing threat? 

• How do Russian policies affect the United 
States? 

• What policies should the United States 
make to manage its relationship with Rus-
sia?
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Russia at a Glance
Area: 17,075,200 square 

kilometers

Land suitable for farming: 7.3%

Population: 142 million

Life expectancy at birth: 65 years, male 
77 years, female

Per capita gross domestic 
product:

$27,900

Internet users: 108 million
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Geography of Russia

Objectives: 
Students will: Practice general map-reading 

and map-making skills.

Identify the former Soviet republics on a map.

Explore the connection between international 
political issues and geography.

Required Reading:
Students should have read Part II and com-

pleted “Study Guide—Part II” (TRB 21-22) or 
“Advanced Study Guide—Part II” (TRB-23).

Handouts: 
“Data Cards” (TRB-26)—copies for each group

“Russia” (TRB-27)

Note: Teachers may want to distribute the data 
cards one at a time. Colored pencils and rulers will 
be helpful for each group as students fill in their 
maps and make a map key. 

In the Classroom:
1. Focus Question—Write the question “How 

does geography affect international politics?” on 
the board and discuss with the class.

2. Forming Small Groups—Divide the class 
into groups of three or four. Distribute Data Card 1 
to each group. (Give each group the next card after 
they complete the task on the previous card.) 

Remind students that the purpose of a map key 
is to provide an explanation of symbols found on a 
map.

3. Collecting and Synthesizing Data—Each 
group should follow the instructions on the data 
cards and fill in the map “Russia” (TRB-27) using 
information from the data cards. 

Some students may need help with the math 
on Data Card 2. 

4. Sharing Conclusions—After about twenty 
minutes, call on students to share their findings. 
How does the size of Russia compare to that of 
the United States or European countries? What do 
students think the advantages and disadvantages of 
governing such a vast territory might be?

Ask students to consider how the breakup of 
the Soviet Union into fifteen countries might have 
affected the Russian people. How would a similar 
event affect another country? For example, what 
effects might the break-up of the United States have 
on its people?

Extra Challenge:
Ask students to speculate about the reasons for 

Russia’s response to NATO expansion. 

What reasons can students think of to support 
the position that NATO should expand to include 
former Soviet republics? What reasons are there 
that suggest NATO should not expand to former 
Soviet republics? 

Teachers may want to address this extra chal-
lenge after students have finished Part III of the 
reading.

Homework:
Students should read Part III and complete 

“Study Guide—Part III” (TRB 28-29) or the “Ad-
vanced Study Guide—Part III” (TRB-30).
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Name: _____________________________________________

Data Cards

Data Card 2: Estimating Distance
Background: Every map should include a scale that indicates the number of miles or kilometers represent-

ed by a smaller unit of measure on the map. You can use the scale to estimate distances.

Directions:
a. Use the map key to estimate distances represented on the map. Measure the bar in the map key in 

inches and record your answer here.____________________________ inch(es)

b. Measure the distance between the Russian cities of Krasnodar and Magadan in inches and record your 
answer here.____________________________ inches

c. Estimate the distance in miles between Krasnodar and Magadan by multiplying 667 miles by your 
answer from b. Record your answer in the space provided on the map.

Data Card 3: NATO Expansion
Background: The United States and its Western European allies created NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization) in 1949 to block Soviet aggression in Europe. After the fall of the Soviet Union, NATO began to 
add members. The new members included states that had been Soviet allies and even former Soviet republics.

Former Soviet republics that are now NATO members: Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia

Former Soviet republics that have expressed an interest in joining NATO: Ukraine, Georgia

Directions:
Use a pattern of vertical lines to shade the former Soviet republics that are now members of NATO. Use 

a pattern of horizontal lines to shade the former Soviet republics that have expressed an interest in joining 
NATO. Add these shadings to your map key.  

Data Card 1: Former Soviet States
Background: The Soviet Union existed for seventy years and contained fifteen republics. (Russia was the 

largest and most influential Soviet Republic.) Today, each of these republics is an independent country. The 
countries are often grouped by their geographic region.

Baltic States: Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia

Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan

Caucasus: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia

Eastern European States: Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova

Directions: 
Use different colored pencils to shade each geographic region of the former Soviet Union on the map. 

Make a key on your map that indicates these geographic regions. Leave room on the key to include additional 
information.

PREVIE
W

 

Not
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

io
n



Russia’s Transformation: 
Challenges for U.S. Policy

Part II: Geography of Russia 27
TRB

The ChoiCes Program ■ WaTson insTiTuTe for inTernaTional and PubliC affairs, broWn universiTy ■ WWW.ChoiCes.edu

Name: _____________________________________________

M
os

co
w

FIN
LA

ND

SW
ED

EN

NO
RW

AY

G
ER

M
A
N
Y

RO
M
AN

IA

TU
RK

EY

DE
NM

AR
K

PO
LA

N
D BE

LA
RU

S

U
KR

A
IN
E

CZ
EC

H
RE

PU
BL

IC

SL
OV

AK
IA

M
OL

DO
VA

LIT
HU

AN
IA LA

TV
IAES

TO
NI

A

AR
M
EN

IA AZ
ER

BA
IJA

N

GE
OR

GI
A

KY
RG

YZ
ST

AN
TA

JIK
IST

AN

IR
A
N

RU
SS
IA

A
FG

H
A
N
IS
TA

N
CH

IN
A

KA
ZA

KH
ST

A
N

TU
RK

M
EN

IST
AN

UZ
BE

KI
ST

AN

JA
PA

N

M
O
N
G
O
LI
A

N
O
RT

H
KO

RE
A

R
U

S
S
I
A

Ch
uk

ch
i

Se
a

Ba
lti

c 
Se

a

Bl
ac

k
Se

a

Ar
al

Se
a

Se
a 

of
Ja

pa
n

Se
a 

of
 O

kh
ot

sk

Be
rin

g
Se

a
Ba

re
nt

s S
ea

Ka
ra

Se
a

Le
pt

ev
Se

a

Ca
sp

ia
n 

Se
a

A
R

C
T

I
C

O
C

E
A

N

L.
 B

al
kh

as
h

L.
 B

ay
ka

l

Sa
ra

to
v

C
he

ly
ab

in
sk

G
or

ki
y

Irk
ut

sk

Iz
ev

sk

Ka
za

n

Kr
as

no
da

r

Kr
as

no
ja

rs
k

Ku
yb

ys
he

v

St
. P

et
er

sb
ur

g

N
ov

os
ib

irs
k

O
m

sk

Pe
rm

Sv
er

dl
ov

sk
U

fa
Vo

lg
og

ra
d

Ja
ro

sla
vl

To
l Y

at
ti

Ya
ku

ts
k

M
ag

ad
an

M
ap

 K
ey

Russia

Es
tim

at
ed

 D
is

ta
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
 

K
ra

sn
od

ar
 a

nd
 M

ag
ad

an

66
7 

M
ile

s

PREVIE
W

 

Not
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

io
n


	copyright-2018
	RussiaChoices
	RussiaTRB



