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The Civil War and 1
the Meaning of Liberty
Introduction

Introduction: What is the Meaning of Liberty?

he Civil War (1861-1865) was one of the most

important events in U.S. history. It continues to Introduction Definition
evoke strong emotions—and raise important ques- Civil War—A civil war is a war between

tions—for Americans today. More Americans died the people of the same country.
in the Civil War than in any other war. Historians
estimate that between 620,000 and 750,000 Ameri-
cans died in the conflict. Almost every person in
the United States knew or was related to someone
who died in the war.

Lincoln was interpreting liberty in only two
ways: the liberty from slavery and the liberty to
own enslaved people. Yet the people living in the
United States from 1830 through 1865 al* fin

In addition to the war’s terrible violence, the liberty and t
Civil War affected all aspects of life in the United i
States. At its center was a dispute over whether
slavery would continue to exist in the United States.
More than just an issue about race and racism, the
contest over slavery fundamentally concerned land,
labor, and the future of the economy as well.

.

, the growth of
the'economy, an c of territory and
discussed a fundamental disagreement at the cen spossession of gt from their lands by
of the Civil War: What does liberty mean?, the United St Part1l, you will examine the
liberty, and what kind of liberty, shoul abolitio d see how growing dis-
States prioritize? Did liberty mean ited agreeme avery led to increasing political
States should abolish slavery and t e tensi d,‘eventually, the Civil War. In Part III,
people should achieve freedo

mean protecting the abilit 0 own ‘
people as property and ex ?

€C€We all declare

In an 1864 speech, President Abraham Linc

, but in using the
same word we 1l mean the same
thing. With some ord liberty m
mean for each man to do as he plea
with himself, and the product g
labor; while with othersfthe s
may mean for some m
please with other men, product
of other men’s labor. Here a 0, not
only different, compatible things,
called by the s —liberty. And it

follows t of the things is, by the
respecti called by two different
a e names—liberty and

—President Abraham Lincoln in a
speech on April 18, 1864

Mathew Brady, Heritage Auctions, Public Domain.

President Abraham Lincoln, February 9, 1864.
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The Civil War | TRB
Part I: The Geography of Slavery 7

The Geography of Slavery and the Cotton Economy:
1830-1860

Obijectives:

Students will: Explore the relationship
between the expansion of slavery and the cotton
boom in the antebellum United States.

Map demographic and economic data.

Identify patterns and trends in data and note
change over time.

Required Reading:

Students should have read Part I and complet-
ed “Study Guide—Part I” (TRB 3-4) or “Advanced
Study Guide—Part I” (TRB-5).

Videos:

“What are some common misconceptions
about slavery in the United States?” (Emily Owe

“Why does the misperception that sla
happened in the southern United Stat. ist?
(Christy Clark-Pujara)

Videos are available at <

civilwar>.
Handouts:

“Maps—The
(TRB 8-9)

“U.S. Population De
“Questions—U.S. Population Data” (

“Economic Data” (TRB-14)
“Questions—Economi 3

In the Classro

1. Introducti
videos, “What m
about slavery,

3)
)

in class by showing the
mon misconceptions
ited States?” with Professor
y does the misperception
ppened in the southern United

Tell students that they will be analyzing histori-
cal data about the U.S. population and economy in

WWW.CHOICES.EDU

BrROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY =

order to consider the relationship between slavery
and cotton production in the early United States.

2. Analyze and Map Population Data—Dis-
tribute the population data and questions and the
two maps. Remind students what a census is. Have
students follow the instructions.

3. Analyze and Map Economic Data—Dis-
tribute the economic data and questions.‘ve
students foll e instructions.

s—Reconvene t

S.

he
ery most
ange over

the data do students
tton was a major part of the

id this change over time?
ced the most cotton? What else
observe?

see evidence.t
U.SS. eco ¢
Whic
di

dents compare their maps. What do
show about changes in the U.S. popula-

&nd economy between 1830 and 18602 Do

tudents see connections between the population
and economic data? How does the data connect

to what students learned about the forced migra-
tion of enslaved people southward and westward
to cotton producing regions? How does this data
connect to what students learned about how the
forced labor of enslaved people fueled the national
economy?

5. Conclusion—Ask students to revisit the
ideas presented in the videos. Clark-Pujara states
that, “When people say that the United States was
built on slavery, that’s not a metaphor, that’s just a
statement of fact, a statement of what happened.”
Can students give examples of ways the country
was “built on” slavery?

Homework:

Students should read Part IT and complete
“Study Guide—Part II” (TRB 23-24) or the “Ad-
vanced Study Guide—Part IT” (TRB-25).

THE CHOICES PROGRAM



INM 009 0

_ _ / €€8| ul sa1e3s bupnpouad uoyod dop *
S3IN 00S 0 :uoidNpo.d U00d PlIOM JO dJeYS 'S’

A :1€81 Ul uodNpoid UoRod ‘SN

('M'N) SYWVHvE &

A uoldnpo.id uonod
%  AJ03lIR] eplol4

:uone|ndod pane|sus [e10]
L——5
SSISSIIN o

/
£ eURISINOT
2

ODIX3W

|
___QQ_ :0€81 ur uonejndod [eioL

uone|ndod

—_——

9%  euljoied ymnos

%6'65-%0S
%6°'677-%01
llllll %6'6€-%0¢
%6'6C-%0¢
%6'61-%01
%6'6-%1°0>

%0

%

%  D'd‘uoibuiysep

%  puejfiep
9%  aieme|ad

Name:

Lr’

%  A9SI9r MaN
%  1NdI11d3uUuo)

%  puelsl apoyy
05 s)@snydessep

LI

0€8L Ul paae|sug si jey)
one|ndod 93e3s JO JuID( :Ad)Y

N
s 9 ElueAjAsuudd
/

-, -
‘\,\.\J Iﬁz -

-~ —
T2 ,L\.\

% 1011143
ueBIydI

%  JIOA MaN

-

~

THE CHoICES PROGRAM

ziuebioun

%  aJiysdweH maN

(*¥'N) VAVYNVD 3

2

WWW.CHOICES.EDU

BrOWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

8 Part I: The Geography of Slavery

TRB | The Civil War

0E8L Ul S3jD}§ pajiun ayL



TRB

The Civil War

The Geography of Slavery 9

Part |

Name:

A
a/;
.

(*¥'n) SYWVHVe ﬁl\&r

/

6581 Ul sa3eys bupnpoid uonod dof *

poid uonod uone|ndod

:uondNpoid UONOD PIIOM JO BIeYS 'S :uone|ndod pane|sua [e3oL

10981 uruomdNpoid UoNEd 'S T :09g| Ul uonendod [e3ol %6'65-%0S _H_ %6'61-%01 _H_

M
%6°6C-%0¢C _H_
%6°'61-%01 _H_ %6'6-%1°0> _H_

%
a41ysdwe
MBN .8,

| S

JUOWIISA A

”,

r
©10S3UUII

(*¥'n) vA¥NVD

s_v__oom m %6'6€-%0€ _H_ %0 _H_
L | \epuol % ODIXaW 0981 Ul pane|suz s11ey)
'\l 009 0 T sexa| uonejndod aje1s JO JudIIdd :Ad)
m——— -
%  euljoied ynos ! )
. |
| S— ¢
0, ¢
\ e __ ° ! 5
~—" — | .
eujjore \ K101 ODIXDN MD
- AN o183 ————- paziueb L j H1IS] OJXSN MON M ~
% i - — - - - AN
puekiepy - N it S \ -
% % A/>v_u:“cww=<:» ! T N %
o~ 4 A & [y SN
D' ‘uoibuiysep e ¢ %0 I — ;N
% aseme;aq ¥ m_c_m__> \s,eo\| ,.mcm_vc_ A g A K10319] / % / \eluioged
0p Aosiar maN 8 N e T ! ope ! N )
- — \ J
%  Indndduuodf 4 % ,m | Kioyuial yein /% N ,
= . uealk 011113 BYSeiqa = / /
% _ wm.cm |Asuuad | 11119] exyselq ! & I fiowia) |
puesiapoyy A o7 g o L b Y NN A - / /
N e . AN DU ~~_/ epenany
w— % o=y SUOA MIN - pa
spasnydesseN -~ 1 (% \ UISUOSIM ﬁ_o&
J— ] /

SIS IIETRY

1981 Ul S344S pajiun Yyl

THE CHOICES PROGRAM

BrROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

WWW.CHOICES.EDU



TRB | The Civil War
'I 0 Part I: The Geography of Slavery Name:

U.S. Population Data

Instructions: Use the data to answer the questions in “Questions—U.S. Population Data” and to fill in your
maps.

Table 1: 1830 U.S. Census Data

aine 399,437 6 <0.1
s 269,328 5 1 ’\
assa e 610,408 4 &
Rhode Island 97,199 <0.
onne 297,675 <0.1
. 280,657 0
. 1,918, <0
23 2,254 0.
e 1,3 3 403
e 3,292
447, 102,994 23.
11,405 469, 8
: 737,987 24 33.3
581,185 40, 54.3
51 1 421
7 165,213 24.0
681} 141,603 20.8
Ohio 935,88 6 <0.1
ouisiana 215,739 109,588 50.8
diana 43,031 3 <0.1
136,621 65,659 481
157,445 747 0.5
. 309,527 117,549 38.0
. 140,455 25,091 179
o 31,639 32 0.1
45 30,388 4,576 15.1
e 34,730 15,501 44.6
S 39,834 6119 15.4
T 12,858,670 | 2,009,050 15.6

United States Census Bureau, Abstract of the returns of the fifth census <https:/ /www2.census.gov/library,/
publications/decennial /1830, 1830b.pdf>.
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The Civil War | TRB
Name: Part I: The Geography of Slavery 'I 'I

Table 2: 1860 U.S. Census Data

Percentage Percentage
District or Total Enslaved of State D . otc aved of State
Territory Population | Population | Population errito Populatio Populatio Populatio
Enslaved
Alabama 964,201 435,080 451 Ohic 2,339,511 - -

Arkansas 435,450 1m1,115 25.5 Orego 52,465 - -
California 379,994 - - Pe ania 2,906,215 - -
Connecticut 460,147 - - Rhode Island 174,620 -

Delaware 12,216 1,798 1.6 D aro 703,708 402,406
Florida 140,424 61,745 44.0 ennessee 1,109,801
Georgia 1,057,286 462,198 43.7 eXe 04,215
lllinois 1,711,951 - - e 15,098

Indiana 1,350,428 - - - 1,596,318
lowa 674,913 - - 775,881
Kansas 107,206 2 <0.1
Kentucky 1,155,684 225,483 19.
Louisiana 708,002 | 331,726 46.9 =
Maine 628,279 - s .
Maryland 687,049 87,189 12. olumbia /080 3185 4.2
Massachusetts 1,231,066 - ek
28,841 15 <0.1

Michigan 749,113
Minnesota 172,023 - N A 6,857 - -
Mississippi 791,30 55.2
Missouri 11 9. errito 93,516 - )
) [ 32 ) ) ah Territo 40,273 29 <0.1
Hampshire .
New Jersey 672,03 18 0 11,594 B B
New York 3,880,735 ate

31,443,321 3,953,760 12.6
North Carolina 992,622 4 slile] KAl L

United States Census Bureau 1860 Census: Population of the United States <htips://www.census.gov,/
library/publications/ 1864,/ dec/ 1860a.html>

Note on Chan in 1860 and 1861
tates census was conducted in 1860. By the time the results were published, several new
states and territorie established. For example, in 1861, the eastern part of Kansas Territory became

the state of Ka ) eral other new territories, such as Colorado Territory, Dakota Territory, and Nevada
shed. These states and territories were included in the publication of the 1860 census data.
1 be working with reflects U.S. borders as of 1861 to more closely match the census data as

itionally, complete census data for the area labeled Unorganized Territory on the map is not available.

You t need to shade in this territory on the map.

WWW.CHOICES.EDU & BROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY = THE CHOICES PROGRAM



TRB | The Civil War
12 Part I: The Geography of Slavery Name:

Table 3: Percent Increase in the Enslaved Population by State or Territory, by
decade, 1790-1860

This table shows the percent increase in the population of enslaved people in each state or territory over the
course of ten-year time periods. The percent change tells us how large the increase or decrease in the number of
enslaved people was during a certain time period relative to the number of enslaved people at the beginning of
that time period. For example, a 100% increase means that the population doubled during the time period. The
percent change = (the absolute change + by the original amount) x 100.

State or Territor 1820- 1830- 1840- 1850-
4 1830 1840 1850 1860
Delaware 30.8 321 79 27.0 2009 12.1 21.5 €
Maryland . . . 3.9 1 1.1
— 1 ~
irginia . 10.4 4 4.9

North Carolina 19.9 ‘\ 1 17.4
South Carolina 17.7

the United States

Georgia
Florida

Kentucky

Tennessee

Alabama

Mississippi

Louisiana

Arkansas

Texas

mode/2up>

Missouri

THE CHOICES PROGRAM = BROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY & WWW.CHOICES.EDU



The Civil War | TRB
Name: Part I: The Geography of Slavery 'I3

Questions—U.S. Population Data

Instructions: Answer the questions below using data from “U.S. Population Data.” Follow the instructions to
fill in the maps, “The United States in 1830” and “The United States in 1860.”

Part I: Analyzing and Mapping 1830 Census Data
1. On the map. “The United States in 1830,” fill in the key with the total U.S. population and total number of
enslaved people living in the United States in 1830.

2. In 1830, which state had the largest number of enslaved people?

3. a. Using data from the “Percentage of State Population Enslaved” column of Table 1, label each sta&n t
map with its percentage. (For example, write “38.0%” in the state of ma on the map.)

b. Color or shade in all of the boxes in the map key. Each sh
helpful to use darker or brighter shades for higher perce

c. Shade in each of the states on the map according entage of enslaved pe

Part ll: Analyzing and Mapping 186 ‘

of enslaved pe i he United States in
1860.

5.In 1860, which state had the large

6. a. Using data from the “P a opulation Ens umn of Table 2, label each state on the
map with its percenta am rite “45.1%

&‘ Alabama on the map.)

s percentage of enslaved people.

b. Color or shad 0 oxes in the

c. Shade in ea states on the map accor

Part lll: Analyzing'Change Ov me
7. Refer to Table 3. For each decade betwe 0 and 1860, circle or highlight the percentage of any state or
territory in which the populati laved people increased by 50 percent or more. List these states here.

8. Based on the data and/or yo p, make two observations about how the population of the United States
changed from 30s to the 1860s. For example, your statements could address how many people were
enslaved, wher ved people lived, or any other patterns or changes that you notice. You should also use
examples f € o support your statement. One example of an observation could be: “From 1830 to

1860, th f enslaved people increased by more than 1.9 million people.”

WWW.CHOICES.EDU & BROWN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY = THE CHOICES PROGRAM
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'I4 Part I: The Geography of Slavery Name:

Economic Data

Instructions: Use the following data to answer the questions in “Questions—Economic Data” and to fill in
your map.

Table 4: Cotton Production in the United States
The following table includes data about U.S. cotton production, including data that indicates cotton’s

importance to the U.S. economy as an export. U.S. exports are goods or services that the United States sells to
other countries. Total U.S. exports is the value of everything that the United States sells abroad. The column
“Cotton as share of all U.S. exports” demonstrates what percentage of that total amount of money comes fro
selling cotton. For example, if total U.S. exports during a certain year equal100 million dollars, and t}‘.S.
sale of cotton to people in other countries amount to 40 million dollars, t otton as share of all U.S. t
column will read 40 percent for that year.

A
Cotton made Cotton made in U.%.sl =
in the United worldiprodu Cotton as shar- ~f .

States (millions of world:::'(:';ns & ot . (millions | all U.S. expo)
pounds) P povnds)
v

Baptist, Edward E. The Half Has Never Been Told: Slave
of American Capitalism. New York: Basic Books; 2016 reprinf &¢

Table 5: Cotté Pre duction by Individ !I es in Millions of Pounds
l

State 1791 1801 1811 1821 1826 | 1833 1834 | 1839

1849 | 1859

North
Carolina

4.0 ‘ 0.0 10.0 10.0 9.5 51.9 29.5 64.6

South > S
o . . ‘ 0 50.0 70.0 73.0 65.5 61.7 120.0 141.0
Carolina

Georgia . 45.0 75.5 88.0 75.0 163.4 | 199.6 | 312.3
Florida 2.0 15.0 20.0 121 18.0 299
Alabama ‘ 20.0 45.0 65.0 85.0 171 2258 | 4405
Mississippi 10.0 20.0 70.0 85.0 193.2 194.0 | 535.1
m ‘__ . 10.0 38.0 55.0 62.0 153.9 71.5 311.0

Hexas 23.2 193.1
Arkonsas 0.5 0.8 0.5 6.0 26.1 163.0

Tenn e . . 20.0 45.0 50.0 45.0 277 77.8 132.0

All other
states

12.0 25.0 13.0 10.0 4.5 1.6 24.7

Bruchey, Stuart Weems. Cotfon and the Growth of the American Economy, 1790-1860: Sources and

Readings. New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1967, Table 3C.
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Questions—Economic Data

Instructions: Answer the questions below using data from “Economic Data” Follow the instructions to fill
in the maps, “The United States in 1830” and “The United States in 1861

1. Complete the statements below, using data from Table 4. Then fill in the key on the maps of the United States
in 1830 and 1861.

a. In 1831, the United States produced million pounds of cotton. This was percent of all of the
cotton produced in the world that year.

b. In 1860, the United States produced million pounds of cotton, This was percent of ‘of t
cotton produced in the world that year.

2. Refer to the column “Cotton as share of all U.S. exports” in Tal the total value

that the United States exported, what percent was from c
3. a. Refer to Table 5. In 1833, which five states pr @tw ‘
b. On the map of the United States in Qlese ve states with \
4. a.Refer to Table 5. In 1859, whi e states p ced the most ?

changed fro
where it was
notice. You shou use examples fr
vation could be: “Cotfon production i
from 322 million pounds in 1831 to 1,

n?

the data'to support your statement. One example of an obser-
ased significantly in the United States from the 1830s to the 1860s,
illion pounds in 1860.”
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