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The United States in Afghanistan 1

Introduction: A Forever War?

n May 1, 2011, a group of U.S. soldiers end the fighting. In the United States, many are

boarded helicopters at a base in Afghanistan. wondering whether the costs of the war have been
They flew secretly into the neighboring country of worth it. More than twenty-two hundred U.S. sol-
Pakistan towards the city of Abbottabad. There they diers have died and more than nineteen thousand
hoped to find a man named Osama bin Laden. Bin have been wounded. In economic terms, the war
Laden, the leader of the al Qaeda terrorist network, has cost the United States at least $975 billion.

was responsible for a number of terrorist attacks
around the world, including those of September
11, 2001 in the United States that killed close to
three thousand people. The United States had been
looking for bin Laden for fifteen years. On this May
night, U.S. soldiers found him hiding in a large
house with members of his family and a few al
Qaeda members. The soldiers killed bin Laden and
four others, and flew back to their base in Afghani-
stan.

The people of Afghanistan have also paid a
very high price. More than 140,000 Afghans hav
died as a result of fighting since 2001, 2.6'1—

Afg

i
widespread, the eco is
e to eign assistance, eat of
n ever prese d States
to doin have important
consequences fo% ple.
these i

The U.S. war against al Qaeda began ten year,
earlier—shortly after September 11, 2001 —in
Afghanistan, where al Qaeda had been basedsi
1996. The Taliban, an extreme Islamist
controlled Afghanistan’s governmen
give in to U.S. demands to hand o
and dismantle al Qaeda. (The t;

ou will have the op-
ssues and others as you
U.S. policy in Afghanistan.
ing, you will examine the his-
of Afghanistan. Part I explores

to describe political move s after World War II and how al Qaeda
row interpretation of the e there. You will also examine the history
October 7, 2001, the Uni began a milita istan’s relationship to Afghanistan. Part III
xplores the U.S. role in Afghanistan and the region
since 2001. Ultimately, you will be confronted with
the same questions facing U.S. policy makers:

o What should the U.S. role be in Afghani-
stan? Should it involve military force?

campaign that ove
and pushed al Qa
Taliban and al Qaed
bin Laden, escaped into

governm
t Afghanistan. Many
bers, including Osama
ighboring Pakij

Today, the United States and its
in Afghanistan. The U.S. military ghting o How will U.S. involvement affect the Af-
in Afghanistan since 2001, i anistan ghan people?

War the longest in U.S. hist m e called
it the “forever war,” because i med that it
might never end.

o Should the United States participate in
diplomatic negotiations with the Taliban?

o What role does Pakistan play in Afghani-

"ljhe.: United Std ideriFlg bringing the stan? How is this important to the United
remaining tro e."Some believe that leav- States?
ing would b and a risk to the people of '
security of the United States. o How do these issues affect the U.S. role in
the world?

ent of Afghanistan, the United
e Taliban are engaged in talks to
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Afghan Women’s Writing Project

Instructions: The Afghan Women’s Writing Project (AWWP) was established in 2009 by U.S. writer Ma-
sha Hamilton. The project strives to give women in Afghanistan an opportunity to tell their stories directly to
readers all around the world. AWWP runs a website where women from Afghanistan can upload their stories,
poems, and essays. Below are excerpts from four essays written by Afghan women. (More stories can be found
on the project’s website.) Read the stories carefully and complete the worksheet that follows. Be prepared to
report back to the class.

Source A
| Prepare to Die as the Taliban Attacks AUAF
By Alia, age 16, posted September 23, 2016

Wednesday 24th of August, 2016. The fourth day of my seco
expected to meet a friend, but she did not come so I finished
p.m., I had just finished praying when three explosions we
turned dark, the ceiling fell upon us. It was hard to breat, believe
what seemed clear: the American University of Afgh

After two minutes the firing stopped, and a s oted, running

to Bayat building, the nearest building. We look 0 en we heard shots
from the second floor, and some girls bega e everywhere. We were
trapped. I ran to the exit of the buildin re shooting. This time I flat-
tened myself to the ground and cove i s of violence from reaching my

mind.

After 30 seconds I looked e girls I'd been wounded. Then I saw a man holding

a gun walking on the otheggid c % giffold myself. “There is no way to escape.”
: : e 3
S

unman firing at the students. The hall was in
e. I could hear each step the man took. He was
at students. It was a confusing sight.

nts upstairs. They must have thought I was dead. I was very hope-
e, but after three hours I gave up and started to think about my

opened one room after another and took
tul. I kept hoping the police would come
last dreams.

I could hear the attack
past us every ten minutes.
talking out loud. They were

s. I was unable to stop myself from shaking in fear. Gunmen walked
idnight when one of them started firing everywhere again. They were
Where are all these police? Why don’t you come here and fight like a man?”

The nearer th
keep my legs still; I
they would sho :

s got to me, the more debris from the floor was hitting my legs. I suddenly couldn’t
em, and the firing stopped. I heard laughter and knew they must have seen me;
said my last words and prepared to die. I waited and waited, but they did nothing.

n kept entering the room about every thirty minutes. Four boys who had pretended to be
rendered themselves, and the Taliban shot one of those boys. I told myself, “If I am supposed to
one? Why not surrender myself so that I die with my fellow students?”

0 a.m., I decided I would surrender. I would shout that I was alive. The Taliban was upstairs so I waited
for them to return. Then the door in front of me opened and four men entered the hall. They were whispering.

I thought they were Taliban, so I said I was alive and wanted to surrender. They said, “Be quiet, we are
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police” They took me out of the building. My feet hurt to walk. I felt shards of glass in them. I was taken to the
nearest hospital. I was saved.

I still feel some kind of fear inside. The Taliban attacked the most prestigious university in Afghanistan,
showing their opposition to education. But I know we students must find our bravery, stand beside AUAF, and
tell the Taliban that AUAF is alive and will prevail, becoming even stronger...

Source B
To Stay or to Go: Which Is More Dangerous?
By Zahra, age 15, posted July 13, 2016

Living in a country that has been devastated by bitter war for more than thirty years is difficult. Children
are killed by suicide attacks or roadside bombs, or sometimes burnt by acidyon their way to school. B
came to the United States last year with my family as refugees, I lived i Province, where I witness
poisoned at school, along with many kidnappings. Some day I wish Afghanistan to h m
and girls, but I don’t know when, or if, it will be possible.

Every day in Afghanistan, people walk with fear and thj
occur, hearts collapse and breathing becomes difficult. E
one of my classmates lost her brother, a second-year s
“He was so young,” she told me. “My mother cann

wing them. When s attacks
ies forfamily or friends. ago,
tudying a cide attack.
she lost h ill not let us to
at her son wi ne day” Once my
mother was on a bus with the mother of the youn e mother be when they passed his
university.

0.
€

It is natural that some people wa e put themselves in even
greater danger when they leave. I ube showing people crying
near the Tonian Sea. They also Turkey. They wanted to cross the
Ionian Sea. A neighbor was i > danger by going to another country
illegally. When my uncle : e Iran border with a family with three
kids but their father n shooting, so he and the man’s wife helped
the children run a i i er people hire a racketeer to guide them to walk to

and lost his wife and three children. They paid a rack-
eteer to guide them across the Ionian se en they saw the police, the guide tried to turn back and began
pushing the passengers into the sea becaus boat was so heavily loaded. Only one of his sons survived.
After this tragedy, he returned to n‘and said, “Now I do not want Europe. I wanted to go there for
my family, but now that th hy should I continue?”

Some who reach their
property before they left and th
are not able to.

ion safely are still deported back to Afghanistan, but often they sold all their
ive in their home country with nothing. Some can start over, but others

My uncle al
to stay to dev,

istan for Germany, but came back four years ago after deciding that he wanted
omeland. He teaches at a university. But it is dangerous for him. A few weeks ago, his
middle of the day in the center of the city for no reasons we know. He is sad about the
out the lack of security, but he is working for a peaceful Afghanistan for the new genera-

Afghanistan was without war, discrimination, violence, suicide attacks, or killing. I wish everyone
lived inipeace and nobody wanted to flee. But every day the situation forces more people to leave, and some to
endanger their lives in the act of leaving. I hope a day will come where everyone lives in peace and safety.
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Source C
When | Was Young
By Shahida, age 14, posted September 3, 2014

When I was seven years old in Kandahar, I loved to pretend I was the teacher and I'd teach math to all of
the children. But by the time I was eight, I hated the teachers at school because they hit us with a ruler and were
very mean so I didn’t want to be a teacher.

Then one day I watched the police rescuing some small children at my school who were about to be hit by a
car. From that day forward, I wanted to become a policewoman so I could save people’s lives. I especially wanted
the uniform. But then one day in the newspaper, I saw how a lot of people were dying and that the Taliban were
killing policemen. If they were killing policemen, what would they do to a policewoman? I told myself that I

will never become a policewoman. ’
Afghanistan is going to t‘

that many pe n-

treatment and they ry young.
n and
any people

I was young then and I didn’t realize that everything we want to a
ficult. Now I have decided to become an oncologist, a cancer doctor:

When I was ten years old, my grandmother passed away fr
cer, especially the poor people. They can't afford to go to an
That day during the sunny morning with my grandmoth
then I went into the other room and told my parents that
as I can.

an oncol

s made fun of me: o anything because
education we gan’do‘pesitive things, and bring

d not see a male doctor. Since

They appreciated hearing this, although one
you are really weak. You're a girl,” he said.
change to everyone’s lives.

Although everyone can go to a
Afghanistan doesn’t have many fe t nt.

I plan to study medicine at I can learn how to better treat can-
cer patients in my countr tor; ncer of the blood affects many Afghan
women and children i

girls are not able to go to school and be educated.
because of the culture arents’ beliefs. If I am both a doctor and a lawyer, I
ent of women. As a lawyeg, I'can defend humanitarian rights, and as a doctor, I can
help people to be happyand healthy with better treatment.

I know that I'll face a lot of probl I become a doctor and a lawyer. It is very hard for a girl in
Afghanistan. People will make fu not listen or they might even want to kill me. But I will not lose my
courage. People need to op i change.

Source D
Uncertainty
By Aysha, poste

13,2014
in 20147

eighteen years old and finishing twelfth grade. When I think about my future, my tomor-
, my dreams take me very far and I can see successes and failures. But when I think more deeply,

and work hard, but what about those people who want to stop me from having a better tomorrow

through my education? They want me to forget about my rights, my school, and my life.

My fears about the coming year 2014 are getting darker. What will happen to our country? I ask why they
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built schools to study and give us hope if we have no future? I want to go to university next year. I want to be-
come a teacher, have a family, and live my own life. Isn’t this mine to have?

When I know I'm on the right path, someone tries to pull me into the water well. All these years I have been
learning how to fight for my personal rights. But this year it’s different. It doesn’t only depend on 3.5 million
Afghan girls and 7 million boys in school, it depends on 31 million Afghan people. I pray for a better Afghani-
stan. It’s not in my hands to solve the political problems. It’s out of reach. But when I ask others, they say, “We
don’t know.”

I think about what will happen to me after completing eleven years of studies; all my hard work, my
homework, my pens, my pencils, my books, and my notebooks. Will all of this work turn to nothing? Will the
past come back again? Will I get to go to university? Will the Taliban come back? Will I be forced to wear the
chadari again? The past Afghanistan was a nightmare. It passed and no one wants it to come back.

ing up on our belove on’
hen my mother ta u

mbs. We
g. Don't we

The wings of my nation were broken but we were able to heal them
weeping rivers of tears. But we can't go back to those dark days of st
past wars, I say, “Stop, I can't hear it anymore”

But I still wonder. Will those times come back?

We want to decorate our country with education. Wi
want to go to school without the fear of war. We want to
deserve our lives? My country is my home. Please

eep iy peace without an

e. I live IW

t peace. Please,
sh and pray thi

to be born in fire.
a better home to live—a

Please don't kill us; we want to live. Don’t be
We want green. All we want is our Afghani
new Afghanistan to stay.
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Afghan Women’s Writing Project—Worksheet

Introduction: Select three stories from the online database or the “Afghan Women’s Writing Project” handout.
Use your selections to answer these questions in the chart below.

1. Who is the author of the post?
2. What aspect of life in Afghanistan does the post describe or discuss?

3. What is the most interesting or powerful aspect of the post for you?

4. What is the point of view of your author? Does she express any strong opinions?
5. What do the three selections tell you about life in Afghanistan?

¥ 3

&

$

e |
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