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Greece and the EU:  

Navigating Debt and Austerity 
Teaching with the News Online Resource

EU Summit: Preparations

Country:_________________________________      Leader:__________________________________

Instructions: Your group has been called on to represent a European leader at an EU summit. The 
summit will consider the situation with Greece, a country that suffered from the 2008 financial crisis 
and was bailed out by other European countries. The contract for the bailout will soon expire, and 
Greece cannot yet repay its debts. If Greece (or any eurozone country) goes bankrupt, other countries 
will have to bear the burden of its debts and the value of the euro currency will decrease. This could 
have economic repercussions for the entire eurozone. But the Greek government does not want to cut 
down on any more government spending, because this is very unpopular with voters. There is a great 
deal of concern surrounding the situation and some experts have suggested that Greece may have to 
leave the European Union. Your group should use the information in your leader’s profile to answer 
the following questions and suggest a solution that you believe your leader would support. In a three-
minute presentation, a spokesperson from your group will briefly describe your assigned country, lay 
out your suggested solution, and explain why you think your leader would have the opinion you are 
presenting. You should be prepared to answer questions from other groups. 

Questions:
1. Is your country in the eurozone? How might this affect how its government feels about Greece de-

faulting on its loans? 

2. Does the profile suggest anything about public opinion in your country regarding the EU or auster-
ity measures? If so, how might this affect your leader’s position on the situation with Greece? 

3. How do you think your leader would view the following and why?
 a. Greece stopping austerity measures and defaulting on loans while in the EU:

 b. Greece leaving the EU and/or eurozone:

 c. Greece being forced to reduce its government spending to get an extension on the bailout: 

4. What solution do you think your leader would propose?

Name:______________________________________________


