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An Interactive Timeline: U.S. Immigration  

Policy, Past and Present 
Teaching with the News Online Resource

G
raphic O

rganizer: U
.S. Im

m
igration Policy 

Instructions: A
s you explore the tim

eline, take notes on the im
portant policies and events that have taken place in the tim

e period that you have been assigned. 
Fill in the graphic organizer, and be prepared to share your findings w

ith the class. You w
ill fill in the rest of the graphic organizer w

hen your classm
ates pres-

ent. If there is not enough inform
ation on the tim

eline to fill out any of the boxes, sim
ply leave those boxes blank. 

Tim
e 

Period
M

ajor im
m

igration policies and events
(List three)

O
ther international or dom

estic  
events at this tim

e  
(List tw

o)

W
hat m

ajor ideas about im
m

igration and 
im

m
igrants did critics of im

m
igration hold?

1492-1830

1882-1924

1942-1953

1954-1986

Name:_ _____________________________________________
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Tim
e 

Period
M

ajor im
m

igration policies and events
(List three)

O
ther international or dom

estic  
events at this tim

e  
(List tw

o)

W
hat m

ajor ideas about 
im

m
igration and im

m
igrants did 

critics of im
m

igration hold?

1986-
2001

2002-
2015

2017-
2018

Name:_ _____________________________________________

Q
uestions: 

1. W
ork w

ith your group to com
e up w

ith a one-sentence description of the im
m

igration policies and events in your assigned tim
e period.

2. Im
m

igration policies are an im
portant part of understanding past and present debates about im

m
igration. W

hat other types of prim
ary sources m

ight 
you consult to get a fuller picture of U

.S. im
m

igration? Explain w
hat you could learn from

 that source that you cannot learn by only studying im
m

igra-
tion policies.


