U.S. Policy in the Middle East:
Name: Analyzing Political Cartoons

Political Cartoons

Introduction: The strong feelings raised by politics and international issues are the fodder of politi-
cal cartoonists in this country and around the world. Cartoons not only reflect the events of the times,
but they often offer an interpretation or express a strong opinion about these events as well.

Cartoonists use a variety of methods to convey their ideas. The techniques they use include:

Labels: Cartoonists often identify or name certain things in their cartoons so that it is
apparent what the things represent.

Symbolism: Cartoonists may use simple objects to represent larger ideas or concepts.

Analogy: Cartoonists may compare a simple image or concept to a more complex situation, in
order to help the viewer understand the situation in a different way.

Irony: A cartoonist may express an opinion on a topic by highlighting the difference
between the way things are and the way things should be, or are expected to be.

Instructions: Work with your group to analyze the two cartoons your teacher has assigned you. You
will be asked to identify the techniques each cartoonist used. The following questions will help guide
your thinking.

If the cartoonist used labels, what things in the cartoon are labelled? Why do you think the car-
toonist chose to label those things?
If the cartoonist used symbolism, what things in the cartoon are symbols? What do they stand for?

If the cartoonist used an analogy, what two ideas or situations are compared? How does this com-
parison help the viewer see the complex situation in a different way?

If the cartoonist used irony, what does the cartoonist show about the way things are? How does
the cartoonist think things should be?
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1. Observation

THIS ONE ISFORTHE COURAGE [l AND THISONEISFORTHE BRAVERY |ll AND I GAVE MYSELF THIS ONE
T SHOWED IN GIVING THEORDER [l TT TOOK TO DECIDE TONOTCLOSE |l FOR VALOR FOR MY SECRET . .
TOGOGETOSAMABINLADEN... [ GUANTANAMOAFTERALL... DRONE WARFARE POLICY... Describe the objects or people

in the cartoon.

THIS ONE 1$ FOR SHOWING
DISCRETION BY BOMBING
TO SUPPORT REBELS IN
LIBYA... BUTNOTSYRIA...

AND THIS ONE 1S FOR
STICKING TOMY GUNS IN

AFGHANISTAN ... AND TO
TOUGH SANCTIONS ON IRAN.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

AND 7H/S ONE 18 FOR TAKING
THE NATIONAL SECURITY
ISSUE AWAY FROM THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY...

©
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caglecartoons.com
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2. Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through
each technique.

a.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

4. How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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each technique.

a.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?
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1. Observation

Describe the objects or people
in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through

How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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1. Observation

Describe the objects or people
in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

2. Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through

each technique.

a.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

4. How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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AMER\CAN \EXCEPTION LAUSN\ 1. Observation

Describe the objects or people
in the cartoon.

WITH FREEDOM
IN THE

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.
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2. Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through
each technique.

a.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

4. How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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1. Observation

The ARAB WORLDS Describe the objects or people
W%K%W in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

TThe Waciton Brawlies
%, e oo T

Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through
each technique.

a.

What is the message of the cartoon?

How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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Deaw People of Egypt; 1. Observation

, &WWOI%%?)X% = : | ’ Pesﬁribe the objects or people
heart. Ay yow continue thiy in the cartoon.
historicjowrney onthe roads
to-democracy, yowwill hawe my
wndying support.

My idiot husband; who-for
thirty long yeary backed the
outthoritariow dictator who

oppressed, you, promises not '
to-do- it agair ~
Describe the action taking place

in the cartoon.

Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through
each technique.

a.

What is the message of the cartoon?

How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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1. Observation

Describe the objects or people
in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through

How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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1. Observation

Describe the objects or people

6S‘.A}d wNK ]I_9 in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through
each technique.

a.

What is the message of the cartoon?

How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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1. Observation

Describe the objects or people
in the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place
in the cartoon.

2. Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through

each technique.

a.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

4. How is this cartoon related to what you know about U.S. involvement in the Middle East?
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