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Document #2—Speech by President Richard Nixon
November 3, 1969, delivered over national television

...The question facing us today is—now that we are in the war, what is the best way to end it? In 
January [1969], I could only conclude that the precipitate [sudden] withdrawal of all American forces 
from Vietnam would be a disaster not only for South Vietnam but for the United States and for the 
cause of peace.

For the South Vietnamese, our precipitate withdrawal would inevitably allow the Communists to 
repeat the massacres which followed their takeover in the North fifteen years before. They then mur-
dered more than fifty thousand people and hundreds of thousands more died in slave labor camps....

For the United States, this first defeat in our nation’s history would result in a collapse of confi-
dence in American leadership not only in Asia but throughout the world....

In 1963, President Kennedy with his characteristic eloquence and clarity said we want to see a 
stable government there [in South Vietnam], carrying on the struggle to maintain its national indepen-
dence.

We believe strongly in that. We are not going to withdraw from that effort. In my opinion, for us 
to withdraw from that effort would mean a collapse not only of South Vietnam but Southeast Asia. So 
we’re going to stay there....

A nation cannot remain great if it betrays its allies and lets down its friends. Our defeat and 
humiliation in South Vietnam without question would promote recklessness in the councils of those 
great powers who have not yet abandoned their goals of world conquest.

This would spark violence wherever our commitments help maintain the peace—in the Middle 
East, in Berlin, eventually even in the Western Hemisphere. Ultimately, this would cost us more lives. 
It would not bring peace. It would bring more war....

At the Paris peace conference [former] Ambassador [to South Vietnam] Lodge has demonstrated 
our flexibility and good faith in forty public meetings. Hanoi has refused even to discuss our pro-
posals. They demand our unconditional acceptance of their terms which are that we withdraw all 
American forces immediately and unconditionally and that we overthrow the government of South 
Vietnam as we leave....

At the time we launched our search for peace, I recognized we might not succeed in bringing an 
end to the war through negotiation. I therefore put into effect another plan to bring peace—a plan 
which will bring the war to an end regardless of what happens on the negotiating front....

Let me briefly explain what has been described as the Nixon Doctrine—a policy which not only 
will help end the war in Vietnam but which is an essential element of our program to prevent future 
Vietnams....

We shall furnish military and economic assistance when requested in accordance with our treaty 
commitments. But we shall look to the nation directly threatened to assume the primary responsibil-
ity of providing the manpower for its defense....

In the previous [Johnson] administration, we Americanized the war in Vietnam. In this adminis-
tration, we are Vietnamizing the search for peace.... Under the new orders, the primary mission of our 
troops is to enable the South Vietnamese forces to assume the full responsibility for the security of 
South Vietnam....

After five years of Americans going into Vietnam we are finally bringing American men home.... 
The South Vietnamese have continued to gain strength. As a result, they have been able to take over 
combat responsibilities from our American troops.... United States casualties have declined during 
the last two months to the lowest point in three years. 
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Let me now turn to our program for the future. We have adopted a plan which we have worked 
out in cooperation with the South Vietnamese for the complete withdrawal of all United States 
combat ground forces and their replacement by South Vietnamese forces on an orderly scheduled 
timetable....

As I’ve indicated on several occasions, the rate of withdrawal will depend on developments on 
three fronts. One of these is the progress which can be, or might be, made in the Paris talks....

The other two factors on which we will base our withdrawal decisions are the level of enemy 
activity and the progress of the training programs of the South Vietnamese forces....

My fellow Americans, I am sure you can recognize from what I have said that we really have only 
two choices open to us if we want to end this war. I can order an immediate precipitate withdrawal 
of all Americans from Vietnam without regard to the effects of that action. Or we can persist in our 
search for a just peace through a negotiated settlement, if possible, or through continued implementa-
tion of our plan for Vietnamization, if necessary....

I have chosen this second course. It is not the easy way. It is the right way. It is a plan which will 
end the war and serve the cause of peace, not just in Vietnam but in the Pacific and the world....

Name:______________________________________________




