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Political Cartoon Analysis: Understanding Brexit 
Teaching with the News Online ResourceName: _____________________________________________

Introduction: In 2016, voters in the United Kingdom (UK) chose to leave the European Union (EU), a 
process known as Brexit. Since that time, politicians have tried to negotiate a settlement agreement between 
the UK and EU that would lay out the terms of the UK’s exit. British Prime Minister Theresa May negotiated a 
withdrawal agreement with the EU but resigned after failing to get Parliament to approve it. Her successor, Bo-
ris Johnson, promised to carry out Brexit even if it means leaving the EU with no formal separation agreement 
(a No-Deal Brexit). This complex process inspires political cartoonists to offer commentary and analysis about 
issues related to Brexit. 

Cartoonists use a variety of techniques to convey their ideas. These include:

Labels: Cartoonists often identify or name certain things in their cartoons with words so that it is apparent 
what they represent.

Symbolism: Cartoonists may use simple objects to represent larger ideas or concepts.

Analogy: Cartoonists may compare a simple image or concept to a more complex situation in order to help 
the viewer understand the situation in a different way.

Irony: Cartoonists may express an opinion on a topic by highlighting the difference between the way things 
are and the way things should, or are expected, to be.

Exaggeration: Cartoonists may exaggerate objects, people, or ideas to make a point.

Stereotype: Cartoonists may use a stereotype or generalization about a group of people (even though it is 
not true about everyone in that group). 

Instructions: Work with your group to analyze cartoons your teacher has assigned to you. You will be asked 
to identify the techniques each cartoonist used. The following questions will help guide your thinking.

• If the cartoonist used labels, what things in the cartoon are labeled? Why do you think the cartoonist 
chose to label those things?

• If the cartoonist used symbolism, what things in the cartoon are symbols? What do they stand for?

• If the cartoonist used an analogy, what two ideas or situations are compared? How does this compari-
son help the viewer see the complex situation in a different way?

• If the cartoonist used irony, what does the cartoonist show about the way things are? How does the 
cartoonist think things should be?

• If the cartoonist used exaggeration, what objects, people, or ideas are exaggerated? What point is made 
by exaggerating/ distorting them?

• If the cartoonist used stereotypes, what stereotypes are presented? How do these add to the message of 
the cartoon?

Brexit: Analyzing Political Cartoons
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

 

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.

Cartoon 3

Name: _____________________________________________
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.

Cartoon 4

Name: _____________________________________________

©
 T

he
 B

re
xi

t D
ra

m
a,

 b
y 

Pa
tri

ck
 C

ha
pp

at
te

, T
he

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Tim

es



The ChoiCes Program ■ Brown UniversiTy DeParTmenT of hisTory ■ www.ChoiCes.eDU

6
Political Cartoon Analysis: Understanding Brexit 
Teaching with the News Online Resource

2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.

Cartoon 5

Name: _____________________________________________
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.

Cartoon 6

Name: _____________________________________________
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2.  Identify at least two techniques that the cartoonist used and explain what ideas are conveyed through each tech-
nique. 

 a.

 b.

3. What is the message of the cartoon?

 

1. Observation
Describe the objects or people in 
the cartoon.

Describe the action taking place in 
the cartoon.

Cartoon 7

Name: _____________________________________________
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