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HISTORICAL CONTEXT
● Begins with the Spanish colonization and moves through the 19th century independence 

struggles that culminated in U.S. military involvement.
● Includes the effects of the Platt Amendment; the politics and economic and cultural 

features of the Cuban Republic; the Cuban Revolution; and the Castro era.
● Concludes with an overview of Cuba today, including its new constitution of 2019.

STUDENT TEXT
● Profiles continuity and change in Cuba’s resistance to imperialism and embrace of

independence.
● Explains how the Cuban Revolution reformed the economy and culture.
● Describes the long-term results of communism and the transitions during the Special

Period.
● Contextualizes the Cuban Missile Crisis, ongoing conflict with the United States, and the

broader partnerships of Cuba’s foreign policy.
● Presents the daily life of Cubans today and their hopes for the future.

CENTRAL ROLE PLAY ACTIVITY
Question: What should the future of Cuba be? (Note: This is from the Cuban perspective; it is
not a question of what U.S. policy should be towards Cuba.)
Setting: A meeting of Cuban citizens

SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH LESSONS
A short description of each lesson can be found on the unit webpage here.
Students will:

● Analyze the writings of Jose Marti; use maps and timelines to analyze his place in
Cuban historical memory.

● Analyze and graph economic data about sugar exports in the 1920s.
● Compare and contrast political interpretations of the Cuban role in Angola through

primary sources.
● Evaluate Cuban cultural expressions of music, literature, and art concerning life in the

Special Period.
● Close read and compare Cuban-American memoirs.
● Conduct a DBQ on Castro’s legacy.
● Collaborate with classmates to synthesize readings, lessons, and position profiles into

class presentations.
● Listen actively and deliberate with peers on the complex viewpoints expressed.

LINKS FOR FURTHER CURRICULUM EVALUATION
Videos - A free online video collection accompanies this unit, and the videos are incorporated 
throughout the Digital Editions.

https://www.choices.edu/curriculum-unit/history-revolution-reform-new-directions-cuba/
https://www.choices.edu/video-playlist/?unit=409


Print Format - This unit preview includes the table of contents, a reading excerpt, and a 
sample lesson plan.
Digital Editions Format - Interested in what the Digital Editions format looks like? Check out 
our web-based curriculum here.

https://www.choices.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Choices_Cuba-2_Preview.pdf
https://www.choices.edu/digital-editions/



