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HISTORICAL CONTEXT
● Begins with the Marshall Plan and early Cold War policies and practices.
● Includes the Alliance for Progress and other examples of foreign aid as an interventionist

strategy, support of the former Soviet states in the 1990s, and evolving definitions of aid
as evidenced in the MIllenium Development Goals.

● Concludes with examples of how foreign aid acted as a tool of foreign relations during
the Obama administration.

STUDENT TEXT
● Defines foreign aid as humanitarian assistance, military and security aid, development

assistance, and economic stabilization.
● Provides historical case studies of types of aid, showing the strengths and weaknesses

of each approach.
● Describes controversies and conflicts associated with approaches to foreign aid.
● Connects foreign aid to human rights.
● Presents John F. Kennedy’s March 1961 speech on the Alliance for Progress as a frame

for understanding priorities.

CENTRAL ROLE PLAY ACTIVITY
Question: What should U.S. policy be regarding foreign aid?
Setting: U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH LESSONS
A short description of each lesson can be found on the unit webpage here.
Students will:

● Interpret graphs to evaluate the success of foreign aid.
● Analyze images, posters, and advertisements related to foreign aid.
● Close read excerpts of Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress speech.
● Compare and contrast the goals stated by Kennedy with the outcomes in El Salvador.
● Evaluate the Millennium Development Goals.
● Collaborate to synthesize readings, lessons, and position profiles into class

presentations.
● Speak clearly and convincingly about key values.
● Reflect and write their own position on what U.S. foreign aid policy should be.

LINKS FOR FURTHER CURRICULUM EVALUATION
Videos - A free online video collection accompanies this unit, and the videos are incorporated 
throughout the Digital Editions.
Print Format - This unit preview includes the table of contents, a reading excerpt, and a 
sample lesson plan.

https://www.choices.edu/curriculum-unit/dilemmas-foreign-aid-debating-u-s-policies/
https://www.choices.edu/video-playlist/?unit=411
https://www.choices.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Choices_ForeignAid_Preview_toc.pdf


Digital Editions Format - Interested in what the Digital Editions format looks like? Check out
our web-based curriculum here.

https://www.choices.edu/digital-editions/



