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HISTORICAL CONTEXT
● Begins with the impact of iron and the formation of city-states.
● Includes effects of the spread of Islam, the slave trade, Sokoto Caliphate, British indirect

rule, resistance and independence, nation building, Civil War of 1967, autocracy,
reestablishment of democracy in 1998, and war with Boko Haram.

● Concludes with an overview of the political, economic, and social issues facing Nigeria
today.

STUDENT TEXT
● Profiles Nigeria’s history in four periods.
● Explains how ethnic and regional differences challenge Nigeria’s unity.
● Describes Nigerian history in relationship to world history.
● Contextualizes everyday life.
● Presents the political, economic, and social issues that currently challenge Nigeria.

CENTRAL ROLE PLAY ACTIVITY
Question: In 1966, what should the future of Nigeria be?
Setting: A discussion among Nigerian citizens

SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH LESSONS
A short description of each lesson can be found on the unit webpage here.
Students will:

● Use maps and images to generate inquiry questions for the study of Nigeria.
● Examine artifacts from precolonial Nigeria as historical sources.
● Close read primary source testimony documenting women’s anti-colonial resistance.
● Compare and contrast sources about dictatorship and political freedom.
● Evaluate Nigerian media coverage using statistical analysis.
● Collaborate with a team to synthesize readings, lessons, and historical documents into

class presentations.
● Listen actively and deliberate with peers on the complex viewpoints expressed.
● Analyze excerpts of historical fiction.
● Conduct a DBQ: Did genocide occur in Nigeria in 1966-1970?

LINKS FOR FURTHER CURRICULUM EVALUATION
Videos - A free online video collection accompanies this unit, and the videos are incorporated 
throughout the Digital Editions.
Print Format - This unit preview includes the table of contents, a reading excerpt, and a 
sample lesson plan.
Digital Editions Format - Interested in what the Digital Editions format looks like? Check out 
our web-based curriculum here.

https://www.choices.edu/curriculum-unit/nigeria-history-identity-change/
https://www.choices.edu/video-playlist/?unit=430
https://www.choices.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Choices_Nigeria_Preview_toc.pdf
https://www.choices.edu/digital-editions/

